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P a l i i n / C i § a r a t t e Smoking 

.RCffEE -POUSSAINTt The d i r e c t o r of the Watlowajl I n s t i t u t e 
on Drug Abuse says doc to rs shou ld l i s t c i g a r e t t e smoking as a 
cause ©f death on death c e r t i f i c a t e s . As Hews 7*s Oary Axelson 
t e l l e us, t h i s l a t e s t at tack on smoking comes j u s t a month aifd a 
h a l f a f t a t t he f e d e r a l government © f f l e i a l l y labeled c igare t tes 
the country*s leading pravantabla cause af death. 

GARY AXElSON: The Nat iona l I n s t i t u t e on Drug Abuse says 
the i M i e i a i r r e f u t a b l e , t ha t c i ga re t te smoking i a the e t a i e ®f 
350»M0 naedleas rfeath® mwmwf year and t h a t i t i a a aavava-
p h y s i c a l a d d i c t i o n . Th© next atep them, aceord ing to the 
I n s t i t u t e , i a to get doctors t© l i s t smoking as a cause of death 
on death o a r t i f i e a t a a . HID* D i r a e t o r , Doctor W i l l l a w f a l l i n , 
says ha hapaa t o sea many physic ians p ick up on the no t i on . 

DR. WILLIAM *OLLINt So 'aa ' re t a l k i n g about a subs tan­
t i a l number of deatba where tha drug dependence ©n tobacco,, whiah 
mm 4n*fl¥t«iisi would wawa want ad to f i v e up us ing n ine t i a a a out 
o f t a n , r e g u l a r users e a « f t g ive up the use ©f . We're t a l k i n g 
about a dia§n®aia which ahau ld be appear ing w i t h cons ide rab le 
frequency. 

AXCLSONa The labeling of cigarette smoking as a 
physical «Jiti«dtliMi, and listing it a« a legal cause of death an a 
death certificate has another wm*f important aapect. It could 
lay the foundation, the groundwork far successful wrongful death 
lawsuits against tha tobacco industry. Mow that industry says 
Pollin*a talk about physical addiction is nonsense and that 
there's n@ evidence linking cigarettes to any disease. 

OR. POLLIH: One would expect thee) to say that. But if 
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one just looks at the volune of scientific reports pjjt out by 
scientists who are not receiving support from the tobacco 
industry, there is just no question about this issue. 

AXELSON: Pollin points to the World Health Orqaniza-
tion's disagnostic manual which lists tobacco as an addiction, 
and the standard US diagnostic manual which says the same thing. 

The Tobacco Institute also says government pamphlets 
warning people that tobacco is a physical addiction are a waste 
of tan money. Pollin sees if differently. Me see® the money as 
a critical investment, especially in the health of the young. 

This is Gary Axelson, Mews 7. 
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