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RENEE POUSSAINT: The director of the National Institute
on Drug Abuse says doctors should list cigarette smoking as a
cause of death on death certificates., As News 7's Gary Axelson
tells us, this latest attack on smoking comes just a month and a
half after the federal goverament officislly labeled cigarettes
the country's leading preventable cause of death.

GARY AXELSON: The National Institute on Drug Abuse says
the logic is ierefutable, that cigarette smoking is the cause of
350,000 needless desths every year and that it is a severe
physical addiction. The next step them, according to the
Institute, is to get doctors te list smoking as a cause of death
on death certificates. NIDA Director, Doctor Williawm Poellin,
says he hopes to see many physicians pick up on the notEibA.

DR. WILLIAM POLLIN: So we're talking about a substan-
tial number of deaths where the dryg dependence on tobscco, whieh
an individusl would have wanted to give up using nine times owut
of ten, regulsr users can't give up the use of. We're talking
sbout s disgnosis which should be appearing with considerable
frequency.

AXELSON: The labeling of cigareite smoking as 3
physical pddiction, asnd listing it as a legal cause of death on a

death certificate has another very importent aspect. It could
lay the foundation, the groundwork for suceessful wrongful death
lawsuits sgainst the tobacco indusiry. Wow that industry says
Pollin'e talk about physical addiction is nonsense and that
there's no evidence linking cigarettes to any disease.

DPR. POLLIN: One would expect them to say that. Bet if
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one just looks at the volume of scientific reports put out by
scientists whe are not receiving support from the tobacco
industry, there is just ne questien about this issue,

AXELSON: Pollin points to the World Health Organiza-
tion's disagnostic manuval which lists teb&cco as an addiction,
and the standard US diagnostic wmanual which says the seme thing.

The Tebacco Institute alse says goverament pamphlets
warning people that tobacce is a physical addiction are a waste
of tax meney. Peollin sees it differently., He sees the money as
g critical investment, especially im the health of the young.

This is Gary Axelson, News 7.
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