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New hole
found in

budget

$175 million
gap discovered
in Weicker plan

By LARRY WILLIAMS
Capitol Bureau Chief

\

The state’s budget crisis deepened

‘Monday with the appearance of a

3175 milllon hole in Gov. Lowell P.

lr!eicker Jr.’s 1951-92 budget propos-
I :

} Weicker disclosed the problem to
Democratic legislative leaders dur-
g a brief meeting Monday after-
oon, but offered no suggestions on
ow the gap should be closed.
L His office later issued an explana-
lion that the main cause of the prob-
lem was a dramatic increase in the
rojected costs of state welfare pro-
rrams next fiscal year.
E The administration also has re-
sced some of its ravenue estimates
ause of the continuing downturn
the state's economy.
The bad news from Welcker ar-
gived just as the Democrats were
siting overtures from Republican
egislators looking for a bipartisan
greement to scrap the Weicker
tdget in favor of one that does not
clude a new incorne tax.
{ Although detalls have yet to be
orked out, a bipartisan plan most
ikely would call for a major sales
increase to ralse the revenues
t Weicker proposes to get through
lax on wages.
:Demecratic and Republican lead-
met for about 30 minutes late
onday afternoon, and said they had
greed to meat agaln and balk aboyt
pecific alternatives to the Weicker
udget. .
-The basis for the talks was a plan
dorsed overwhelmingly by House
dSenate Republicans at anall-day
ueus Saturday.
““We think this is a very good
an,” said House Minority Leader
ward C, Krawiecki Jr. of Bristol,
e think it's a fair plan. We think
‘s logical, We think it’s rational.”
What it also is, at least for now, is
secret,
tKrawieckl and Senate Minority
der M. Adela Eads of Kent man-
jed to hold a one-hour press confer-
¢ on the plan Monday without
nsing any but the bare bones ot
¢ GOP proposals,
The details were kept even from
Democrats whose support was
ing sought. The meeting among
¢ leaders dealt only with the logls-
scfcantinuedtalks —rpot withithe
dget plan itself.
T think everybody wants to see
tateveryone eisa s talklng about,”
i1 House Speaker Richard J. Bal-
el cof Newington,
What was diselnsed abovt the Re-
ticanplanisthatitincludesatax
creasecfabout $52 3 millina most-
~rcughonexpinsiog of tha sales-
tase to goods ard services thet
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