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New hole 
found in 
budget 
$175 million 
gap discovered 
in Weicker plan 

By LARRY WILLIAMS 
Capitol Bureau Chief 

The state's budget crisis deepened 
Monday with the appearance of a 
1175 million hole in Gov. Lowell P. 
iffeicker Jr.'s 1991-92 budget propos-

\ Weicker disclosed the problem to 
Democratic legislative leaders dur­
ing a brief meeting Monday after-
Boon, but offered no suggestions on 
tow the gap should be closed. 
I His office later issued an explana­
tion that the main cause of the prob­
lem was a dramatic increase in the 
projected costs of state welfare pro-
r̂arns next fiscal year, 

f The administration also has re­
duced some of its revenue estimates 
lecause of the continuing downturn 
b the state's economy. 
| The bad news from Weicker ar-
ived just as the Democrats were 
jetting overtures from Republican 
egislators looking for a bipartisan 
greement to scrap the Weicker 

hdget in favor of one that does not 
Include a new income tax. 
(Although details have yet to be 
orked out, a bipartisan plan most 

likely would call for a major sales 
fix increase to raise the revenues 
Ut Weicker proposes to get through 
i tax on wages. 
; Democratic and Republican lead* 
rs met for about 30 minutes late 
londay afternoon, and said they had 
greed to meet again and talk about 
pecific alternatives to the Weicker 
mdget 
•The basis for the talks was a plan 
adorsed overwhelmingly by House 
ad Senate Republicans at an all-day 
uicus Saturday. 
"We think this is a very good 
Ian," said House Minority Leader 
award C. Krawlecki Jr. of Bristol. 
%'e think it's a fair plan. We think 
s logical. We think It's rational." 
.What it also is, at least for now, is 
secret. 
Krawiecki and Senate Minority 
eader M. Adela Eads of Kent man-
jed to hold a one-hour press confer-
ace on the plan Monday without 
isctasing any but the bare bones "of • 
;e GOP proposals. 
The details were kept even from 
ic Democrats whose support was 
!mg sought. The meeting among 
e leaders dealt only with the logls-
3 cf continued talks—not with the 
idget plan itself. 
1 think everybody wants to see 
bteverycne else [s talking about/* 
id House Speaker Richard J. Bal­
led cf Newington. 
What was disclosed abcut the Re-
ilican plan is that it induies a tax 
crease cf ahcut $5£3 KilUra- rr.rst-
[irc^Eh zz expcnslcn cf ths salss-
k bass to g^o-is ar i services that 
\* are exsrn-t 
jlfce Republicans also prcpese ci\s 
(tie ccrprrattra tax and the state 
jzen divider d szd Interest Irrcrre. 
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cedes-Benz di< 
the dream of 
dless automot 
durability live 

han half a century, J Now Mercedes-Benz has all j and quieter tl 
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