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Rosemnary Calderon

Initixtive Coordinator

Office of the Attorney Genert)
1300 1 Street, 17* Ficor
Sacramento, CA. 95814

Re: Califorsis Chilldres and Families Firse Act of 1998
SAYTRF0838 . .

Dear Ms. Calderon:

' mmemeermmdbyhTm
Inatitute. We have reviewed the sbove initiative and offer the following comments and the
mwnwmklndmmﬁrmddumbythgmm
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commission and suthorize cech county to creato 8 county commission to study ways to imiprove
the development of children from the prenatal stags 10 five yaars (Fealth and Sefety Code ee.
130100). The cost of the program would be paid from a surtax on cigarettes (3.025 per elgar()
and tobacco products (Rev. and Tax Code sec. 30131.2), 'Nmty of the surtax pavems:::
mmwwmmmmmwmmmwxmmw
tighty peroent to the county commissions (Health and Safaty Code sac, 130100(d)2)). The
mwxg;pmﬁuﬂymthewmmﬁmthamofmnmw
section
Th&ﬁmdﬂnSmanﬁsﬁmwmﬂdthﬁmhfmmdbnmdo&mﬁomﬁ
materizls on child development, xnd adopt *guidelines” for xy integrated statewide program cu
chikd development and make recommendatiods to the and Legislature regarding the
-same (Health and Safety Code sec, 130)25). The dutics of the county commissions would t (o
develop “strategic plans” for early childhood development in furtherance of the State
* Commission’s guidetines ((Health & Safety Code soc.130140(a)(1)C). The county comsmaincions
would report annually o the State Commixsion with respect to “implementation and
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Tile and Smmmary

In the title and summary issued for SAYTRF001 1, the sfter school tutoring program to be
fundad from & S0 cent tax on each package of cigarettes, the first two words were “CIGARETTE
TAX." Virtuslly every media conmuitant and polling expert would opine that given the current
assmult on the tobacoo Bidustry thoss two words Wil create biss in fivor of the measure,
particularly when they are the lead off phrase. Our suggested title and soemary for SASTRF0038
mcludes the term “TOBACCO TAX" in the bold face but precedes it with a description of the
program crested by the initistive. We beliove that the term “wobacco™ is accurate for this measure
as it, unfike SA9TRF0011, mbmbdgmuumdlobowo'mdum

hmhw,wbdmﬁnmmmwhwﬁxuwhﬂmtbymb&ngmqm
to authorize aad then advised how that program Is going to b funded. In furtherance of this
point, our suggested title and summary foflows the bold face language with a descripdon of the
program, then funding of the program, and last, the exemption of the new revezmes from
Proposition 98. We belicve the excraption of this new tax from Proposition 93 is & point that
must be disclossd to the voters. While some votors may well distiks the tobacco industry, they
might still conclude that if there are to be further tobecco taxes theve should be merit in the
Wmmmmmmmmmmmmmm
Clﬁf,‘omiuldmk.

Lastly, we would hope thet any title and summary woiild state what it does and not whas
its objectives are. By way of example, the initintive states its purposes are 1o promote, sipport
and improve the ety development of children, 1f these phrases are used in the title and summary
the voters will conchude the Attotucy General befieves this is what the initiative actually does.

. Croating that implication would be filse and misleading.

Rmﬂwmmnwmmwmmﬁmtoﬂwwpm -dequuemdoomplm
mm#‘Mamlisolmﬂm The terms adequ-:e.
“oomplete” and “strategic” are totally insppropriste in a title gnd surmmary. They have
meaning other than to convey aa sura of significance. hwmﬂwmmmm
mmmpmyhrﬁnammchwmu“uooi"'u&gm“w or “comprehensive.”

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmﬂ
What issucs will be studied, st what depth and of what quality is left largely o the
discretion of the State Coummizsion and the 38 potential county commissions. Whethet the ¢ffosty
of the State snd county commissions will result in grester understanding of child development i
_an argument to be advanced by the proponents of the initative, not the Attorney General.
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