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Office of ehe Governo.
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I3ear Rerailcr.

We ali have a responsibiiity to do our put to prevent the sale of tobacco producta to
minois. My adminisaation ims stepped up eaforccment of minimam age laws for tobacco aad
promoted retailer educarion etYores that %•--h .n.a eFassroom-training sessions iasr year. These
effoxte have bclped the Coounomveslth of Virginia improve rates of retailer eompl'uom widt
the law_ Retailars ate to be eoavnended for d)eir eKoru to pravenr illegal sales . Howevu,
there is still work to be done .

Building on our efforts, I will continue to supporc the Coalition for Responsible
Tobacco Reratlmg's `WE CARD' program. WE CARD is an effective reta4l awaroness and
edueaaon program designed to help retailers uptiola youth aacess laws . As you imow, selling
robacco produccs to minors is illegal in the Commonwnlth of Virgmia and oouid =ean fine : '-
store clerks or owners .

WE CARD is hoidiog a free trahniog semiuar In your area . These acminara will bely
enelse that you and your employees understand Virginia's tobacco sales laws and how to
comply with them. Repressnruives of cbe Alcoholic Beverage Commisslon will be on hond to
provide an overview of Virginia law, our erdoecement egorts nnd your responsibi[itiea under
the law. I hope you and your clerks can aaeod these important training scmimrs. AlachO¢ is
t flyer dmt provides details about each upeomiqg aemiaar .

This effoa is strongiy supported by arganizsdons throughout the staro d»t sbare our
goal of pisvenring tobacco sales to m>aors . These organizations include the Virginia Ztetail
Mercbaatt, Virginia Petroleum Merketets Ascociation . Virginia Food Dealers A+saciatton,
Virgiaia Crasoline Marketers Council, V'agtnia Winlesaloss and Distributors Associauon and
Philip Morris U.S.A.

Thsnk yoa for your ongoing effoeu to prevent tobacoo sales to m :++cirs. I an confSdeat
cLac by oonunufng to wock tegetlwr we can male a ditYerence on this importas iawe .

To sign up for a seminar, or for more information about the WE CARD progiam,
pleax call the Coalition fvr Responsffile Tobacco Retailing at 1-888-97~3 .

vesy awy yourn,

James S. Giluwre. III
Governor of Virginia
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