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Indy Car racing to copy
silly follies=of baseball?

TRANGE 15 the only way lo
describe the situatton at Lthe
indianapelis Motor Speedway.

On one side, you have drivers
Are Luyendyk and Scou Brayton
dewving salely al breakneck speeds
and a fluck ot talented rookies
pertorming brilhantly. It's just
what lndy 1 May 15 supposed lo
be ail aboul.

On the other, you have speed-
way president Tony George de-
tracting from Ilns own event by
calling a press conference to reaf-
firm that there will be o series
fur Indy cars next year and noting
there has been no significant dia-
lugue between him and CART
president Andrew Cralg in recent
months.

So one wonders about May in
1996. If' George and Cratg aren't
talking, and Cralg represents a
majority of the Indy car teams,
just who is going to race where
next year?

John Menard, who owns the
cars driven by Luyendyk and
Brayton, has aligned himself with
the Indy Racing League. He has
stickers indicating such on his hot
cars.

But can a 500-Mile Race be run

_with two cars? If the IndyCar own-

ers decide (o boyeotl, whese-wi
the additional competitors come
from? What are their names?

Thus far, the IRL has an-
nounced four races and a commis-
stoner who has no authorily. Two
of the tracks haven't been buiit,
but George assures that they will
be ready at Disney World next
January and Las Vegas next Sep-
tember.

At the same time. are the indy-
Car owners ready to commit them-
sclves Lo passing on the Indy 500
next year in their own show of
strength?

Once not too long ago, | would
have said no. But the baseball
strike convinced me the 1990s are
a different time and place. The
players and owners. caring little
fur history, stubborniy stared each
other {nto a corner and abandoned
the World Series.

I cherished the “World Serious”
as much as | do Lhe iegends of the
speedway.

Now. baseball is desperately try-
ng lo regdain its lost fans. Many
will never return. | may be one ol
them

liockey came close Lo doing the
same. The result of the lall lockout
was the demise of a franchise ke
winnipeg tn the absoiute heart of
hockey country.

Two IndvCar sertes would con-
fuse and distract aulo racing tans.
Right now 1t 1s difficull encugh for
one IndyCar series le compele for
fan attention with the ever-grow-
ing popuiarity ot NASCAR stock
cdr raciig

One of George s goals is to bring

the American driver. But Lthere

some damn fine American
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drivers competing thls weekend in
qualifications at his race track,

Robby Gordon didn't do 230 by
magic. Jimmy Vasser and 8ryan
terta are fine young chargers.
Scott Sharp and Jeff Ward have
potential. And Unser Jr. and Mi-
chael Andretti aren't exactly aging
slouches.

Jeff Gordon got away. Sa what?
Who's to say he would have done
as well in an indy car? He went to
a driving school In Charlotte and
found that stock car racing ap-
pealed to hlin most. That's any
driver's choice.

Check the young foreigners in
this year's group of rookies. Andre

f—Ribeiro- Alessandro Zampedrt, Gil

de Ferran, Christian Fittipaldi and
the older Eliseo Salazar and Car-
los Guerrerv are skilled both in
driving a race car and communl-
cating with the media.

No racing series could ask for a
better group.

My major gripe agaiust the in-
dyCar side is that it has let too
many drivers who built names for
themselves among the fans slip
away. Why are drivers like Luyen-

1. in 1928, which driver car-
ried No. 53, first number over 50
in the race? a. Jimmy Gleason.
b. Dick Vitate. ¢. Buddy Yosha.

2. Who was the last American
1o win the Bank One Rookie-of-
the-Year Award? a. Lyn St
James. b Jefl Andrett. ¢ Hob
Bernath.

3. What was driver Travis
Webb's nickname? a. Spider. b.
Spinning. ¢. Jack.

ANSWERS
@relarg®L—y
Answers to the 500 quiz
can be found In the 1995

edition of The News 500-
Mile Race Record Book.

dyk, 1990 indy champion. Roberto
Guerrero, the current track re-
curd-holder. and Brayton torced to
becomie one-race wonders?

They shouldn't? Somme owners
Just have done a termible joby mar-
keung what they had.

I have ambivalent leelings
aboul two leapues. 1 like ovai rac-
ing. enyuy the speeds and the com-
petition. But 1 also have witnessed
somie wonderful competittons on
the road and street courses.

Personally. | do know one thing,
Two leagues are one too many.

All drivers questivned about
this situation said they hoped the
two sides get together.

Put my volce. for what value it's
worth, in there with them.

Dick Mittman couvers auto rac-
ing for The News.
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