7606958

GRE ALLS TRIBUNE

GRY [ FALLS, MT
FRIDAY a8,000

APR 3 1998
HAER G R

BYRRELLE'S
W T 10
v ¥E. b3 S

Rising teen smo

R.J. Reynolds
denies it’ll drop
out,of settlement

7 g

WASHIRCTON (AP) — Armed
with new evidence that teen smok-
ing is on the increase, the White
House told Congress on Thursday it
wants tougher anti-tobacco legista-
tion and a key Republican irplored
cigarette companies to go along or
get rolled over,

Alarm  waves raced through
Waghington on tobacco eritics’
clalms that R.J, Reynolds was
pulling out of the proposed settle-
ment that had formed the basis for
congressional legislation. By after-
noan, the company vehemently de-
nied it planned to do so.

The furious activity came one day
aflgr an unprecedented bill de-
signed to curb tobacco use by ieen-
.agers — and simultaneously raise
hundreds of billions of dollar for the
governmeant - wag approved by a
Senale commitiee,

The Clinton admindstration urged
Congress to gquickly enact even
tougher legislation, announcing
that a startling 43 percent of the na-
tion's high school students already
use tobacco and that teen smoking
is rising steadily.

*Tohacco companies are doing all
they can to make you Kids into fu-

Gore told junior high school stu-
dents Thursday, “We need to put in
place tough financial penalties” to
fight that,

Gen, John MceCain, R-Ariz., who
authored the Senate bill, warned at
a hastily called news conference
that if tobacco compaiies that dont
cooperate with the legislation could
face “less than pleagant™ alterna-
tives,

RIR said Thursday it still stands
by the proposed settlement negoti-
ated last vear with 40 states, But
“the McCain bill does not reflect the
same intent as that agreement,” said
spokeswoman Peggy Carter.

The bickering almost obscured a
new government report saying that
tobaceo use among teens is ingreas.
ing dramatically. Among the find-
ings by the Centébs for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention:

* 482 percent of all teen-age
Boys and over a third of all gitls
smoke either cigarettes or cigars or
chew tobacco.

& Cigarette smoking jumped from
34.8 percent of high school students
in 1995 to 36.4 percent last year,

® Smoking has doubled among
black teen boys since 1991 - 22.7
pereent of them smoked last year.
Smoking increased by 54 percent
among black females, to 17,4 per
cent, Doctors bemoaned those ine
creasds, saying low rates of black
tean smokers had been hailed as a
national success story.
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Teen smoking
The number of teen-age smokers
is steadily fising, A ook at teen

fobaceo use and cigarette use by
race and gender:

Tobaceo use Iny 1997:
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chewirtg tobacco
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‘We Card’ teens

training sessions

offered 1n sta

"For the Trlbune <, i+ 3

HELENA, — Five state frade asso-

* ciations representing thousands of

retailers, wholesalers, grocers, tav-
erng and restaurants announced
Thursday the launch of a statewide
training initiative designed to edu-
cate their emplgyges about prevent-
i,!s%’ﬂ@%’ﬁl@ tobacco sales.

CThe Eroup, known as the Mon-
tana Coalition for Responsible To-
baces Retailing, will hold a series of
*Wa Card” training sessions in
Great Falls and Billings.

The nationally recognized. *We .

w Card™_ truining sessions will teach

retail employees how to request |

identification, spot a fake 1D, to re-

ject sales to minors and to handle

difficult custorners. Retailers will al-
so learn about state and federal
sales and carding laws,

Training sessions are scheduled
for the following dates and loca-
tions: c

day, Best Western Heritage Ion,

# Billings: 9-11 a.m,, Thursday, -

Sheraton,

Interested retailers can register
for the free seminars by calling
(888) 872-4603, oY

& Great Falls: 3-11 a.m., Wednes-. '
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