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S^nat^ leaders
push cigarette.
bx for schools
By MAItK SILVA
Capitd Suremt ChieJ

TALLAHASSEE - In a series of
secret, shuttle-style negotiations
on the floors of the Senate and
House Wednesday, Senate leaders
pressed House leaders for an
increase In cigarette taxes to raise
money for public schools.

But House leaders, insisting on a
slight inerease in local property
taxes for schools to generate more
money for education, offered Sen-
ate leaders little encouragement
for getting a cigarette tax ap-
proved In the House. •

"It's probably unlikely to pass
this year in the House," House
Majority Leader Jon Mills, D-
Gainesville, said after the talks.
"They're all very bright politicians
in the Senate]. I think they've

^igured that out."
Senate and House leaders say

they are close to agreement on
other Issues, such as eliminating
some exemptions in the state sales
tax this year.

The House wants to tax hair
cuts, dry cleaners and other ser-
vices. The Senate budget chairman
says: "We're also looking at the
possibility."

Negotiations will resume early
this morning, when leaders from
both sides assemble for a summit
meeting in the Senate president's
office.

They now have a three-ring
circus of sometimes public. more-
often secret, negotiations going on
the new state budget, exemptions
in the sales tax, and an overhaul of
Florida's liability laws and insur-
ance regulation.

The House's insistence on rais-
ing the school taxes required in
each county by 20 cents for every
$1,000 of taxable property is "the
big stumbling block" between
House and Senate leaders in the

remaining nine days of the session,
says House Appropriations Chair-
man Sam Bell, D-Ormond Beach.

°The more they [the Senate]
look at It, the more they're going.
to see how reasonable it is," ' added
Mills. "I don't think most counties
will be able to get by on what" the
Senate's budget for schools, pro-
poses.

The difference means a shortage
of $21 million for Dade County's
schools and. almost $7 million for
Broward County's schools in the
Senate's budget, according to an
analysis this week by the House
budget staff.

"The Senate Is trying to avoid
raising property taxes for the •
citizens of this state," said Senate
Appropriations Chairman Pat
Neal, D-Bradenton, who offered
House negotiators "a range" of
new cigarette taxes - maybe two
cents per pack, maybe three,
maybe four - to pay for schools.

"I'm trying to find some more
dollars," said Neal. "It's likely that
the Senate will offer a cigarette-
tax ontion:"

Gor. Bob Graham has urged
legislators to approve both the
school-tax increase and an eight-
cent-per-pack tax on cigarettes.
The school tax increase can raise
$62 million statewide. Graham's
cigarette tax is worth $102 mil-
lion.

Senate and House leaders
squeezed an hour-and-a-half of
fast-paced negotiatiotis in between
their business on the floors
Wednesday morning, before half
the House left town in the
afternoon for a former member's
funeral.

The floor talks. featured House
budget chairman Bell kneeling at
the side of Senate Rules Chairman
Keti Jenne, D-Hollywood; Senate
budget chairman Neal sitting on
the House Rules chairman's desk;
and finally a white-suited Sen.
Jack Gordon, D-Miami Beach,
wandering over to the House to
speak with anyone who would
listen to his idea fbr an increase in
local gas taxes.

"It's possible," House Majority
Leader Mills said of Gordon's
proposal to allow counties to raise
gas taxes by as much as 5 cents to
pay for road-building.

"I think there's sentiment for
it,.. House Speaker James Harold
Thompson, D-Gretna, said later of
the local-option gas tax. "It's
reasonable to expect the House to
consider it, if the Senate passes it."

That's much like a message that
Thompson says he sent through
his lieutenants to the Senate in
response to talk of raising ciga-
rette taxes: '

"The. only way you can get
proposals into the mix at this point
is for one chamber to pass a tax
proposal and fund a portion of the
budget with it," said Thompson.
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Korean cigarette market
may open to U.S. firms

By PHM NORMAN
Fa►m EyMw

U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell said
yesterday that the president of
South Korea has promised policy
changes that eventually could open
up a S500 million-a-year cigarette
market for the United States.

McConnell, a Kentucky Itepubli-
can, said the changes could help

Kentucky farmers who raise nurjey
tobacco, a major Ingredient in U.S.
cigarettes.

He said in a telephone call from
South Korea that be was informed
of the pending changes In meetings
with Chun Doo Hwan. president of
the Republic of Korea.

Chun plans to ask the National .is-
sembly next month to do away with

- fCo^d)
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Senate approves 5-cent hike
in Florida's tax on cigarettes
By PAUI. ANDERSON
And MARK'SII.1fA
Hsrata cQptrol surar+
. TALLAHASSEE -- Hoping to
close Its budget gap with the
House, the Senate voted 26-10
Friday to Increase the-state ciga-,
rette tax by a nickel• per pack•=
four cents for schools and a,penn)r
for social services.

Four cents were expected..The
Senate Finance-and Tax Commit-
tee approved the bill (CS•S 752)
that way on Thursday. ,

The extra penny was added on
the floor Friday by Sen. Jack
Gordon, D-Miami Beach, and oth-
ers who said they wanted more for
program's to help victims of Alz-
heimer's, poor pregnant women,
needy pre-schoolers and the men-
tally ill.

"All of us can feel a lot better
this " weekend that we're doing
better by our neediest people and
our young people," Gordon told
his fellow senators.

The Increase would hike the
state cigarette tax to 26 cents per
pack. There Is an additional feder-
al tax of eight cents per pack.

Each penny raises about $13.6
million a year for the state,
according to state analysts.
. The Senate plans to use Its first
four cents to boost spending for
public schools. Senate leaders hope
the House will accept the cigarette
tax in lieu of Its proposed Increase
In property taxes for schools.

. The. House'wants to raise real
estate taxes by. 20 cents for each
$1,000 of assessed value.

Senate President Harry John-

ston, D-West Palm Beach; said he cigarette tax Increase and a prop-
isn't ruling. out additional taxes, erty tax hike for schools, and he'll
but he hopes the cigarette tax will spend most of the weekend lobby-
be enough to adequately finance Ing legislators'for them.
schools next year. "If we take what the House has

•House Appropriations Chairman done and add to it what the Senate
Sam Bell, D-Ormond Beach, said it did today :.. we're getting where:
might make for a deal, depending we need. to be," the governor said.
upon . the funding formula for Senate leaders, facing heavy
schools that Is eventually settled pressure from advocates for social
upon. Early proposals leave large . services because of their tight
urban counties like Dade, Broward "no-new-taxes" approach, were
and Palm Beach millions of dollars gleeful about Gordon's plan for
short another penny.

"That could probably do it, if we "This is a salvation for us," said
can work out the relationship Senate Rules Chairman Ken Jenne,
between the other taxes," Bell D-Hollywood. "It shows we have
said. . compassion for Alzheimer's vic-

The House also proposes to close tims and the rest." ...
$26 million worth of sales-tax But it Isn't really 'enough, said
exemptions this year, including Dick Batchelor, a former state
exemptions for swimming pool representative who now lobbies
chlorine. and services from bar- on behalf of children's groups.
bers, beauty parlors, dry cleaners . "It brightens my day, but it
and laundries. Senate leaders don't doesn't make me happy yet," he
want to go with the hair-cutting • said.
exemptions, although a deal was - Here's how the Senate voted on
being negotiated. the cigarette tax hike:

Bell said he's uncertain, though,
DEMOtRATi FOR: ca:tor, Tampa; D. a ►tl-

whether the House membership de,.,, wast Palm eaxh; Crawford, wlnrer
will go along with the cigarette Havm; Dunn, Ormond Beach; Fox, Sauft, Daaa;
tax Increase. Frank, Tampa; Garshn, South Miami; Glrar•

daau, Jetksonvilla; Gordon, MIamI Eaach; Halr,
"Whether It will pass Is a Jacksomme; J.m», Hollywood; Johnston, West

. Taim 8aach; Kirkpatrtck, Gainesvflla; Malchon,question we haven t put to our St. PetersD^rq; Mann, Fort Myars; Marpolls.
members," he said shortly after NorfA Mlaml; MaNt, Miami; Naal, eradenl«,;

the Senate vote. "It's somethin g
Pw'nn'a.• South "°a°'IS voql, Cocoa ae+ct,
Wefnshln, Cora1 SprIn0s

AtN.we'll have to count votes on. DEMOCRATS AGST: Barron, Panama
Gov. Bob Graham said the Hil^, H1aiWh^lara''r: oM Uakalindt, 7ĥanii,

Senate vote represents "substan-
oE^MOCRATS n1i0Tn voTiNG: McPhatsen,

tial progress ... It's extremely Fartuod,raat.;St<,art,orlando.
encouraging as we move toward REPU6lICANS FOR: DKatany, Indlahntte;

an acceptable budget that deals ^; Zz"' 1";; ri lior n, S^rarrt °
^' Orlando;

with the needs of the people of R^P^fauuNS ^INST: e+ara. Sennar;
FiOtid8 ,•

trenshaw, Jacksonvllta; Klset, Palm Harbor.
REPU6LICANS NOT VOTING: Johnscn, Sara-

But he said he still wants both aso ►a; scat, Fart uuaraaN.
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2 bills- shot d^w^ hi smoke
By Tim Franklin
and Daniel Egler ,

.Chicaqo TAbune

SPRINGFtEL1)-Thie ^•powcrfut ; tof9air zich said: "The lidl did nothing but pro-
co lobby_ scoiie^ tw^^jtx^ twe vic-^ vide smokers and nonsmokers righu. It
tories Thursday,.snuffin$ oui ^' controver-- didn't deny anybody from smoking, and
sial bill to linut'sniokin& in,.public lilaces all it did was simply give people their.
and dousing proposed taxes ont.ci$ass and own territory to breath clean air."
pipe and chewing tobacco. • i Tes`iich vowed ";o resurrect his measure '

The -tobacco industry's victories came next year, but he said it willp take an. out-
amid a flurry of key votes'as the legisla- ' pouring of public opinionfrom the "si-
ture hurried 'to, meet its iirst major • lent iitajority" -of nonsmokers to over-
deadline of the spring session Friday; ; come. the well-financed and visible
when lawmakers must pass bills out of tobacco lobby.
their;.Qwn chaMber. = '••• About 70.• percent of the public does

For the second j+cat in a row,: the not smoke, he said.
-House'defeatcd a pigfily publicized-meas ^^^ of the bill have argued thature that would haye restneted sqioking in ^^a ^w a definite link betwe^n can-public plaa^; thwerting w}lat proponents ..^r and "secondhand smoke," or the
• had called a growing silent majority of-
fended. by breathing the'smoke,of othetx .• smoke breathed in "by nonsmokers. -

After a long and spi•rited debate about The >rill, Tiowtver, produced a,chorus of
how much gov-ernment should meddle in opp^don.from lawmakers- who argued
pcoplc's•. lives, the House defeatedthe; •• that -government should not legislate;

proposal 53-54, well abort of the 60 votes
where people smokb. They also• argued ,

needed for passaga The bill received only
that the law would be. a nightmare to en-
force. -- ' - .

50 vote's last-yeai:.' • In. the • Senafe, a proposal
.

to levy a*. 20'
Rep. Robert Teri.ich [D., Chicago], a, percent tax' on the wholesale cost of

nonsmoker and sponsor• of the anti= smokin materials -fell 8 votes short ofsmoking bill, said after the vote that he the 30 ^t nedded for passagawould not attempt tQ revive the issue
"If we?re oin to tax ci arettes: aslater this session, surrendering to the, in- g g g

fluential tobacco' and business lobbyists heavily as'we do, we should-impose some
who fervently worked against the bill. form of tax on other types of tobacco;

"How anybody could be against ciean
air is beyond my comprehension," Ter-

USA TODAY = WEDNESDAY. MAY 28. 1986 •

HEALTH
AND BEHA'VIOR

more of#en on television
Stars are lighting up

prfrnclime TV characfera are smc;dng more, says a
study in the June Americcvt Journal of Public Health.

said Sen. Dawn Clark Netsch (D.,
Chicago], sponsor of the measure.

Sizty Qercxnt of the e^timated
S 10 tnillion a year the tax would
raise was to be earmarked for do-
mestic'violence shelters for
battered women in the" state.

"The funds for d'omestic-vio-
lence shelters are absolutely essen-
tial," said Senate President Philip
Rock [D., Oak Park ."The fact is
that this is the only tax bill in
town. One way or another, there is
going to be money for that pro-
gram. If we 'can't raise new reve-
nues, we will have to rearrange old'
revenues and programs."

As the legislature hurried toward
the Friday deadline, lawmakers
also:

Contrary to earlier stadles suggesting a decline In on-
TV smoldng, researchers found 107 smoking acts In 115.5
hours of progranuning - approximately one per program-
ming hour. Other Mdittgm '

.0 Male smokers outnumbered iemales 3 to 1.
n 70 percent of smokers were cast In "strong and

enduring" roles, with the remainder presented as "bad" or
Criminal.

nAlmost tcvo;hlyds of smokers were lead characters,
such as Alexis (Joap,Collias) on Dynasty.
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Admlnistration Steps Up Its Campaign
For Broad, Product-Liability Legislation

By At+aY Pesz7os
. srcjf! RePvrter ol Teaz W wu. Srnsar Jo URurac.

WASFIINGTON-The Reagan adminis-
tration Is stepping up its campaign for
broad, product-liability legislation a few
days before the Senate Commerce Com-
mittee begins drafting a less sweeping
bill.

President Reagan today is slated to
make his first major speech urging speedy
congressional action to deal with the mat-
ter. Administration officials said Mr. Rea-
gan's address to the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce is Intended primarily to highlight
the need for liability reform and to but-
tress business groups' efforts to sharply
limit damage awards.

By having Mr. Reagari personally speak
out on the controversia! issue, some ad-
visers apparently hope to increase public
pressure on lawmakers and, to some ex-

tent, influence the Commerce Committee's
work on a bill, which is scheduled to start
Tuesday.

Members of the committee have been
negotiating over possible compromise leg-
islation for the past two weeks, and some
aides said they expect the panel to vote out
a bill by early July. But disagreement re-
mains over whether and how to cap certain
types of awards, especially for defective
products alleged to have caused the death
of a family member, the loss of a limb or
disfigurement.
Limiting Awards

Despite administration lobbying, the
committee isn't expected to go as far In
limiting awards as the White House and
Attorney General Edwin Meese have advo-
cated.

In what one administration official de-
scribed as an unusual, "high-level pep
rally," the president's call for liability re-
vision is expected to be echoed by Mr.
Meese and Commerce Secretary Malcolm
Baldrige, both of whom are scheduled to
address the chamber group today.

CHICAGO zRIeLINEMAY 28 19$6

Separately, a national consumer group
opposed to stringent caps on damage
awards released a study contradicting ad-
ministration and insurance industry asser-
tions that dramatic and unjustifiable in-
creases in jury awards are one of the main
causes of skyrocketing premiums and de-
creasing availability of some kinds of iia-
bility coverage.

The report by the Consumer Federation
of America concludes that "far from run-
ning wild, juries have adjusted their
awards to reflect the basic social and eco-
nomic changes that have taken place"
since the 1970s.
Consumer Group's Report

The increases in damage awards. the
report argues, "are consistent with the in-
creasing output of society and the value
placed on life." If inflation, economic
growth and other factors are taken into ac-
count, according to the study, there has
been only "a modest Increase" of between
15% and 20% in medical malpractice and
wrongful death awards in the past dec-
ade.

The administration has tried "to make
level-headed jurors look irresponsible" by
ignoring "how expensive it has become to
ireat and overcome severe injuries in
today's world," asserted Gene Kimmel-
man, the federation's legislative director.

Lobbyists 2 , nonsmokers 0
There woe two bills in the Uhnoo >ewsbourethat the intustr y es^eisny aislAod. a,iebefore the otne woWd m=xt ^ in pubuc

ptecas; a Senate bill would fvrid domestio-violaice
shelters by levying a 20-pe=t tax on the
wholesale cost of 3mo3cirx mitersals, The
r.^ade kaown ^ displrau^ne with these bim,^and
both were killed IU their i4t C^tiJtl^ber3.

The Hoase bill was the better test of stret;th
bein[ s^Y pubbcized iswe rns3^cir.^ its sooood

^ppeJ1rmxe before the .kps^eu^e. ,It mi^t have
secmed
Rob•(e,r̂► Tt̂rap êhy(

bet; ac^ao^6ng to spcsnsor

of the ^ti71y^ ^' not ` ^ p̂restMUN)

does not v1'=r1t to breathe *cond-htr!d sT11oke
The bill iNOwCd both smokers and noAttlloktiS
their own tGrritoly, w^* glvft more 3pZce to
Ihole who take thetr air sti3ij}it. Said Mr. Tet
Z1c1t, a noilstfwkin 1^"l1ktY ' "How anybody
coul;aiaii clean air is beyond my.

^^

Aell s4.r Swr..i ri.l-,.+. tt,w Nt4 fai4r! 4ZSd
band

ezs
^ e^a,nc^f^My^^ siieat, its nuni-

.
nonsrstoicaz. But nonsst►oioet^ is not an i

three iri^^Ort vS![a t^ t^3^!! ViI, and s^C
hopefully of a;ro^ins ukAt mUority of

C}OCLS30fL .

whtther smokers sixxrki be roquind to cRa'b tlxit
hehit for other paopSe's baaefit. Tbey,^
"Si^oûid/` ;o+̂̂+â^tmeitt tn̂ed̀^̂ô  în̂y p̂.,^ s h'v̂eJs?"
This, W course, prompts the <iai,iLi! Yv1.K.^_i." But it

this {^ does m PcomerrYt anyotxr' Z71fi{iY

W. Teczicifa N1, for example, do not ask
ors will . the df:SlTti snSw. Op¢OSef3ts

Pan of the t.echnique is alaiatio; the qvestioa so

well sSort aft2►e6o,ote,sa%W forpassageThe
Senate b0l kdW 8 oftbe30 votesrequira The
toWts wxre tusbooic exmmpa of the wey ADd
industry lobbyists protect their empioyaW in-
tesrats,

.
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